


"Contradictory images of rebel adolescents shooting flares 
and throwing stones at cops, while at the same time they 

were chanting boring slogans like 'we want a 12-year 
compulsory state education/ were a usual phenomenon in 

the demos." 
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In the end of January the minister invited 50 selected students, the 
heads of the students' councils (a formal student organ usually surpassed 
and discredited during radical movements), to an "exchange of views" in a 
spectacular move both to appear conciliatory and to legitimize the 
insignificant changes he had made to the law as regards exams. Shortly after, 
the CP-controlled committee retreated from the initial demand for die 
abolition of the law and instead accepted the abolition, or even the 
suspension, of this year's 2 nd grade exams. They insisted on a meeting with 
the minister, who refused, and they, therefore, proved for the CP how 
much more important the recognition of its committee as an official 
negotiating partner was than the abolition of the law. 

Despite the disagreements among the different party factions within it, 
the Teachers' Union focused clearly on the question of the exams of the 2 nd 
grade and not on the law as a whole. At the weekend of January 30-31, the 
Teachers' Union was to hold a meeting to work out some definite proposals 
for the minister and thus help him save the law except for minor details. 
They were also trying to show the students that they could represent them 
and indirecdy guide them. However, the Students' Initiative thought 
differently: some dozens of them "raided" the unions' offices demanding to 
participate to the meeting. The meeting was disrupted, and the Socialist 
Party faction denounced the students' intervention. The next day the 
students were present again, only to come face to face with leftist teachers 
(mainly Maoists) who gathered there to protect the meeting from any 
possible disruption and thus defend the union. Anyway, the meeting never 
took place and the union did not come up with any concrete proposals. 
Practically, this students' minority dynamic action only prolonged the 
termination of the movement for a couple of weeks. Gradually, more and 
more schools resumed classes in a climate of tension, fatigue, and 
disappointment. By mid-February, the last strongholds (the schools that 
were occupied for almost 3 months) fell. The party was over. 
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The government threatened the students with the school year's loss and 
asked headmasters to call prosecutors on the spot. Headmasters did not 
obey except for a few (usually members of the Socialist Party) who 
terrorized both students and sympathetic teachers. The Teachers' Union 
denounced state repression and called for a 2-day strike. The first week 
after holidays the tension at schools was heavy. Wherever parents had 
prevented assemblies, students responded with abstention from classes. 
Scenes of violence and ridicule became an everyday phenomenon: a student 
chased by a teacher and his headmaster and threatened to be handed over 
to the cops and the prosecutor jumped down from the first floor of his 
occupied school and got injured. Parents occupied a school themselves at 
night taking advantage of the small number of guarding students and hired 
private security to guard it. A headmaster and some parents slept at school, 
having wolf-hounds with them to prevent it from getting occupied by 
students. A mayor and some parents got a group of council employees to 
occupy the school of their area, but the students sealed the doors by means 
of oxy-welding, while their teachers struck for 1 day in protest. 

At road blocks things were not calmer: "indignant drivers," often 
cadres of the Socialist Party, would hit students and run away or menace 
them with bats, only to get buried under tons of eggs, yogurt or stones. 

In mid-January, the number of the school occupations had been 
stabilized at around 700, with half of them in Athens. In demos, a new 
police method was launched: at the end of the demos, while people would 
disperse in small groups the riot police would arrest mainly young students 
judging only by appearance. Some of those students faced felony charges. 

A new thing in the demos was the dynamic presence of Albanian 
students. Those of them arrested got badly beaten by the racist cops or got 
a free haircut, as was the case with a young Albanian student. Wide 
publicity was given to the incident with a hypocritical outcry against the cop 
(who was suspended) both by the government and the media in a 
spectacular effort to pass over in silence the numerous arrests and heavy 
charges - just in Athens, the number of people arrested was over 50. The 
most serious case was that of an Albanian student charged with a couple of 
felonies (one of them being arson for throwing a Molotov cocktail against a 
riot cop). He was savagely beaten up by cops and taken into police custody 
for some time. It was only after his fellow students had demonstrated 
against his detention (and some "sensitive" politicians had mediated) that 
he was released, awaiting trial. The fellow students' night demo with 
firebrands, although not as large as it could have been since politicos were 
as many as the students, was one of the most important events not only of 
the student rebellion, but also of this decade for the solidarity shown in a 
country characterized by racist attitudes towards Albanians. 
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DAYS OF JUNE 98: DAYS OF 
CLASS STRUGGLE IN GREECE 



What follows does not wish to present itself as having the character of 
a full-scale analysis of the enlightened-by-molotov cocktails and marked-by- 
class hatred days of the examination of ASEP (High Council for Personnel 
Selection) for the hiring of teachers. Nor can it be enriched with a chronicle 
of all the events and conflicts in the 20 cities of Greece, in which thousands 
of people took part, during the same days. Such an attempt requires a 
calmness that the emotionally charged moments do not yet have, as well as 
a collective effort which is not yet possible. What follows is a first 
estimation of the moments we experienced around the 1 8 ,h high school of 
Patisia in Athens, which was used as an examination centre. We talk neither 
about victory nor about defeat. From our proletarian point of view we 
would like to shed light to those sides of theory and practice that led to this 
explosion of struggle, thus contributing to its continuation. 

What has become obvious to everyone, from the most conservative 
unappointed teacher to the most self-important "leader," to the surprise of 
the former and the fear of the latter, is that whatever happened from the 
11* of June onwards can only be described as class war. The escalation of 
this struggle was rapid; thus, it could only take the characteristics of a 
military confrontation. 

The struggle against the educational law 2525 had begun before it 
passed in parliament in August with the first actions of the unappointed 
teachers (the handing out of leaflets at schools at the beginning of the 
school year) and, already since fall, it had no support from OLME/DOE 
(the teachers' unions). Since the only provisions of the law which were 
implemented were the ones that abolished the Education List and 
introduced the first PSE (Programmes of Optional Studies) in the 
universities, the struggle against the law did not involve others apart from 
the unappointed, the substitute teachers, and the university students. The 
new educational system, a new Panopticon, where all shall be subject to 
constant evaluation and surveillance is still in its infancy. So, the magnitude 
of the attempted reform could not be objectively understood by everyone - 
and more specifically, the high school students who were absent from these 
struggles. The mobilization of all the police forces of Greece for the 
realisation of only one part of this reform proves the huge importance that 
the government attaches to it. 

The active participation of the primary school teachers through their 
general assemblies in early May reinforced the united front of the 
unappointed teachers and the university students in the last minute. Two 



weeks before the confrontation, the organisational form of the teachers' 
struggle was "discovered." We arc talking about the "open committees of 
struggle" which were created by a) left-wing trade-unionists who aimed at 
the political capitalisation of the struggle for the benefit of their trade- 
unionist factions and b) a minority of rank-and-file union members. The 
aim of the first was to create a Bolshevik-type "central coordinating 
committee," that is to say a coordinating committee of the left-wing 
facdons of the trade unions, a shadow OLME/DOE which would attempt 
to direct the struggle, covered up by the spectacle of the direct democratic 
decisions. The aim of the second was to "take control of the struggle" by 
realising the decisions of their general assemblies without really 
understanding that this would only come true through a conflict with the 
trade-union leadership and its left-wing facdons. 

The "central coordinadng committee" which had been formed before 
the open general assembly at the Polytechnic School on the 5 th of June, 
pretended in front of 1000 people, who were anxious about finding a 
method to organise their fight, that it was formed there. It was the final act 
of a ridiculous process of manipulation. And that is how the short history 
of the committees of struggle ended up, after the left-wing trade-unionists 
had managed to demobilise them - with the important excepdon of some 
committees of struggle which organised the meedng of teachers and 
students at the Ionidios school of Piraeus and came out with one of the few 
resoludons with a clear posidon in favour of the occupation of the centres 
in which the examinadon was to take place. 

And this is how the short history of the committees of struggle ended 
up, because the rank-and-file workers which constituted diem could not 
escape the rationale of delegating powers to the "professional activists." 

The open meeting was not attended only by primary school teachers 
but also by unappointed and secondary school teachers, university students, 
unemployed, and some workers. The situation was explosive. Nobody was 
satisfied with what was "decided" at the Polytechnic School (only 80 to 100 
people stuck their hands in the air to vote for the proposals). Some left- 
wing trade-unionists talked about occupations on Thursday morning (June 
11*), without explaining how exacdy they were going to be practically 
realised. They called for a demonstration organised by OLME/DOE on 
Wednesday evening aiming merely at a display of power, but without being 
able to convince anyone of its use value. 

All this led a small group of committees and persons to act 
autonomously from the "coordinating committee" attempting to occupy a 
centre on Wednesday, at a time which would surprise the police forces. The 
plan failed however, and responsibility lies on the majority of the members 
of a student initiative that decided at the last minute that "the terms of a 
massive movement" were not satisfied. On Wednesday night, there was the 



However, it would take almost a year for the students to realize the new 
reforms advertised as "Open Horizons" and "Free Access to Universities," 
because it was this school year (1998-99) that the law was fully applied in 
the secondary school. 

The first school occupation began in mid/late October in Thessaloniki, 
and by mid-November, 300 upper high schools had been occupied out of a 
total of 1200 (junior high schools are about 1800). In the beginning, there 
were more occupations spread around the country, in provincial cities and 
towns, than in Athens - a situation that later changed. 

The minister of education, who has built an image of himself as an 
intransigent politician, held the Teachers' Union responsible for the student 
movement and just to maintain a spectacle of negotiation invited them to 
discuss such irrelevant matters that even the Socialist Party's faction of the 
union disapproved him. The movement was gradually turning into a 
rebellion: until mid-December 1/3 of the junior and upper high schools 
(about a 1000) were closed. Large demos were organised in Athens and 
many other places all over the country, almost one every week, with 
liveliness competing with increasing violence. The main targets were 
prefectures or government buildings in general, reporters, cops, and police 
stations (especially in places where clashes with the police and arrests had 
preceded). Almost everyday, main streets in Athens or elsewhere were 
blocked - a practice initiated by the "Communist" Party-controlled 
Coordinating Committee of occupied schools in Athens and intended to be 
symbolic and of short duration. However, students turned road blocks into 
angry outbursts and fields of play. 

As a counterbalance to the CP student committee, which, although it 
did not represent anyone but the party members, was trying nevertheless to 
establish itself as an institutional organ and a negotiating partner through 
press conferences, a Students' Initiative was formed by students of around 
20 occupied schools in Athens. It was an honest effort of young people to 
organize themselves, although leftists of various organisations rushed into 
guiding them - with little success. 

Just before Christmas holidays, the minister announced some 
alterations to the law, which proved to be next to nothing in comparison to 
conservative proposals made by government supporters. The government 
placed its hopes on students' fatigue and the actions taken by party 
members disguised as "indignant parents" to put an end to the rebellion. 
During Christmas most schools were deserted and several returned to 
normality' in early January. However, a lot remained occupied. It was in 
those that thug-like parents attempted raids to prevent students from 
holding assemblies and voting for occupation. Public prosecutors started 
legal proceedings here and there, responding to anonymous charges or 
demands made by local secondary school administrators. 
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